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In f o La Pê c h e

Public Consultation
on 

Short-term rentals
on

Tuesday, 
February 19, 2019  

at 7 p.m.
Desjardins Hall of the 

La Pêche Sports Complex
20 chemin Raphaël 

The ongoing process of regulating short-term rentals

In the Municipality of La Pêche and elsewhere, short-term 
rentals such as Airbnbs are the subject of much debate. But 
whether you’re for or against this type of accommodation, they 
aren’t going anywhere. That’s why they need to be regulated. 

Why do we want to regulate short-term rentals? 

Part of the reason why short-term rentals is being 
discussed right now is because the Municipality of  
La Pêche is a tourist destination. Another reason is 
because these types of accommodations have become 
extremely popular and have raised many issues including 
concerns about how they affect the tranquility and safety 
of neighbourhoods, whether they comply with drinking 
water and wastewater standards, and the competition 
they create for long-term housing and conventional 
commercial accommodations. Because these types of 
accommodations are relatively new, they raise certain 
issues that didn’t previously exist and people in the 
Municipality and elsewhere are uncertain of how to 
regulate them. The Municipality’s mission is to find a 
balance between developing this significant sector for 
the local economy, managing economic and public 
interests, and protecting the environment.

How do we plan to proceed?

The Municipality intends to adopt a by-law, but this 
won’t happen overnight because there are lots of 
challenges to address. To be effective, the by-law must be 
broad enough to be universally applicable throughout 
the Municipality, yet specific enough to improve most 
issues. Furthermore, the by-law adoption process is 
divided into a number of steps to ensure complete 
transparency and compliance with the Act respecting 
land use planning and development (see box below).

How far along are we?

The Municipality recently published a background paper 
outlining the current situation and defining the following 
key concepts: What is a tourist accommodation within 
the meaning of provincial law? What are the municipal 
obligations relating to the Act respecting tourist 
accommodation establishments? What are the challenges 
of tourist accommodations, and what are the 
Municipality’s powers and obligations to regulate uses? 
Finally, what are the impacts of short-term rentals on the 
local economy, on maintaining and developing affordable 
housing, and on fairness in provincial and municipal 
taxation?

The background information was used to develop a 
discussion paper on the first draft of a by law to address 
most of these issues. Both documents are available on 
the home page of the Municipality’s website (News for 
January 11, 2019) or for consultation in person at the 
reception desk of our offices.

The Municipality is taking a two-pronged approach: 
using the Act respecting land use planning and 
development to introduce a new “tourist residence” use 
class and amending the Zoning By-law to introduce 
preconditions for the exercise of this new use class. The 
working document entitled By-law amending Zoning 
By-law 03-429 and its amendments (tourist residences 
and short-term rentals) was tabled on December 17, 2018. 
The proposed amendment would add definitions to the 
by-law for what constitutes a tourist accommodation 
establishment, as well as a specific “short-term rental” 
use class (meaning rental for a period of 31 days or less). 
By defining this use class as a type of commercial 
accommodation, the owner/operator of the building in 
question would be required to obtain a certificate of 
occupancy from Corporation de l'industrie touristique du 
Québec (CITQ) for non-residential use, and to comply 
with the restrictions associated with such use. The 
importance of such an amendment is clear, given that as 
of November 28, 2018, there were 34 tourist 
accommodation establishments registered with CITQ in 
the Municipality, compared to 152 establishments listed 
on Airbnb-type platforms. The restrictions associated 
with this use class for owners who must obtain a 
certificate of occupancy include complying with 
regulations on peace, public order, and nuisance; septic 
installations; maximum number of occupants; parking 
spaces; fire safety standards; and peace and tranquility 
of the neighbourhood.

What are the next steps? The Municipality would like to 
continue consulting with the community on this project, 
as it has been doing. A special information/consultation 
session is planned so everyone can discuss the issue 
further and so the Municipality can get feedback that will 
guide the rest of the process. The public consultation will 
take place on February 19, 2019, at 7 p.m. in the Desjardins 
Hall of the La Pêche Sports Complex at 20 chemin Raphaël 
in Sainte-Cécile-de-Masham. We encourage you to read 
the background and discussion papers in preparation.

➢ Filing of first draft 

➢ Consultation

➢ Adoption of first draft 
by-law 

➢ Public consultation 
meeting 

➢ Adoption of second 
draft by-law 

➢ Validation and entry 
into force

THE PROCESS OF ADOPTING A MUNICIPAL BY-LAW
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WASTE MATERIAL MANAGEMENT

GARBAGE
RECYCLING Do you want to get a copy of the 2019 municipal calendar? 

Refer to the list of places where it is available on the 
municipality's website, under "Municipal Services /Public 
Works / Waste and Recycling” or call us at 819 456-2161, 
ext. 0.

YOU CAN RECEIVE A BILINGUAL VERSION OF YOUR TAX BILL!
The Municipality would like to inform citizens that they can receive French or bilingual versions of 
their tax bill. The default language for tax bills is French. If you would like to receive a bilingual 
version, please contact the Municipal office by phone at 819 456-2161 extension 0, or by email at 
reception@villelapeche.qc.ca.

Finance and Taxes
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REQUEST FOR MAINTENANCE OF A PRIVATE ROAD
Live along a private road? You might want to have the municipality maintain it for the summer. 
Bear in mind that the deadline for maintenance requests is March 1, as per Bylaw 15-690 – By 
law concerning the maintenance of private roads. To submit your request, just fill in the form, 
which is available at the Municipal Office. Bylaw 15-690 explains how private road maintenance 
works and is available on the La Pêche website on the “Municipality” tab under “By-Laws and 
Permits”.

Public Works

LITTLE THINGS TO CLEAR THE PATH FOR SNOW REMOVAL
Did you know you’re not allowed to shovel, pile, dump, push, or blow snow onto the part of 
the road that vehicles drive on, or onto any sidewalks maintained by the municipality? 
There’s a bylaw against it. The idea is to make the streets safer and prevent accidents by not 
having snowbanks in front of houses and stores. This also cuts down on how much snow 
municipal vehicles have to haul away.

Another way to help out with snow removal—and obey the law—is to put your garbage and 
recycling containers in front of your driveway, beside rather than in the street, on pickup day. 
This also prevents damage caused by garbage being spread around by snow-removal vehicles.

And one last thing to remember: there’s no street parking from midnight to 7 a.m. between 
November 15 and April 1. 

Public Works

GET ON THE SAFE SIDE 
It’s that time of year when your best 
buddy is your snow shovel—your bond 
forged in a near-daily shared struggle. 
But are there areas besides driveways 
and doorways that need to be freed from 
that invasion of white?

• Emergency egress: Windows, 
balconies, and basement exits are 
alternate ways to get out of a building 
quickly in an emergency, or (for decks 
and balconies) to escape to if there’s a 
fire. That’s why we suggest shovelling all 
the way to the street. Remember—a way 
out for you can be a way in for emergency 
services. Bear in mind as well that ice 
can stop doors and windows from 
opening the way they should. So check to make sure they don't ice up or get blocked.

•  The roof: If the snow gets too heavy, you’ll need to shovel it off so it doesn't damage your 
house or fall on someone. For more on safely removing snow from the roof of your house or 
to find qualified professionals to do it for you, see this great advice from Régie du bâtiment.

La Pêche Fire Department

READ APPLICATIONS FOR MINOR EXEMPTIONS ONLINE 
BEFORE THE COUNCIL MEETING
Transparency and democratic participation are always front of mind in La Pêche 
municipal affairs. That’s why the municipality has started posting applications for minor 
zoning exemptions (under Bylaw 03-429) on its website a minimum of 15 days before the 
council meeting at which they’re to be considered. A minor exemption (or minor variance) 
is a special measure council can use to authorize construction that would otherwise 
violate existing regulations, whether work is in the planning stages, already started, or 
already completed. Posting applications online means that any interested person can find 
out about possible exemptions in advance and come to the meeting to ask questions, 
share concerns, or just have their say.  

Applications will be posted on the webpage of the council meeting at which they’ll be 
discussed. See “Council Meetings” in “Elected Officials” under the “Municipality” tab. It’s 
the page where the agenda and draft minutes appear on the Friday before the meeting 
and a summary of some of the important decisions is posted afterwards.

For more on minor exemptions, read the full article, “Applying for a Minor Exemption: 
Why and How?” on the La Pêche website at http://www.villelapeche.qc.ca/en/municipal-
services/urban-planning-and-environment/urban-planning/
application-for-minor-exemption/. 

Urban Planning

READ MUNICIPAL BRIEFS ONLINE
Did you know that Municipal Briefs is available online as a PDF? Perfect for seasonal residents 
looking to keep up and locals who want to check something they saw in a back issue. The 
e-version of each issue is posted after it comes out and can be read, downloaded, or printed. 
Select “Communications” and “Municipal Briefs” under the “Municipal Services” tab to find 
previous issues.

The Communications Department

OUTAOUAIS’ 2019 EXPO HABITAT TRADE SHOW
The Municipality of La Pêche will have a booth at the upcoming Expo Habitat trade show, which 
will take place from March 8 to 10 at the Lac-Leamy Hilton. Expo Habitat is the biggest housing 
event in the Outaouais region, attracting thousands of visitors every year. The Municipality 
participates in this event to promote La Pêche and answer visitors’ questions. For more information, 
please call at 819 456-2161, ext. 2211, or send an e-mail to reception@villelapeche.qc.ca.



Grenier des  Collines –  Calendar 2019
Food  Aid  Distribution (Farm  Point)
Le  Grenier des  Collines is a food collective whose 
mission is to provide food aid to residents in need, 
throughout the  MRC des  Collines-de-l’Outaouais. As 
part of its outreach service,  Grenier des  Collines 
distributes food supplies once a month in various 
service points of the  MRC. In the  La  Pêche and  Chelsea 
area, the distribution centre (store) is located at  
331,  Chemin de la  Rivière in the  Farm  Point sector and 
will be open on the following dates :  February 15, 
 March 14,  April 12,  May 10,  June 7,  July 5,  August 9, 
 August 30,  September 27,  November 22,  December 13 
(Christmas hampers).
The store is open from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. You 
must bring your own bags as well as the following : 
1. Proof of residency and dependent children
2. Proof of each family member’s current income
3. Photo  ID
Also, a contribution of $5  per family member is 
required.
Information : 819  457-1010, 1  888  457-6426 or 
legrenierdescollines@bellnet.ca

Youth  Welfare  Association of  Rupert (YWAR)
Rupert  Winter  Carnival –February  8-9
The  YWAR invites you to join us for our annual  Rupert 
 Winter  Carnival at the  Rupert community centre  
(24,  Chemin  Shouldice), on  February 8 and 9. There will 
be activities for the whole family. For more information, 
go to www.YWAR.ca and watch for our notices in the 
 Low  Down.

Youth  Art  Exhibition -  Call for  Participants
The 4th annual youth art exhibition (The  Artists 
 Among  Us -  Our  Next  Generation), organized by local 
youth and members of  Biblio  Wakefield  Library, will be 
held at the library in  April and will be a celebration of 
the artistic passion and creativity of our local young 
artists. All  La  Pêche artists aged 21 years and under are 
welcome to submit a piece of art. Your art work can be 
no bigger than 1.20 m (4 feet) in any direction and no 
heavier than 6.8  kilos (15  lbs). Only one item per 
participant please. All works of art will be considered 
but curators reserve the right to limit the number of 
exhibits. For more information and to reserve a spot, 
please contact  Lisa or  Talia at yea.eaj@gmail.com or 
stop by the  Wakefield library and leave them a 
message.

 Ste-Sophie d’Aldfield  Community  Centre
Special  Winter  Invitation
To allow families to fully enjoy the rink while providing 
a place to warm up, the community centre will be 
open every weekend, weather permitting, from 1 p.m. 
to 4 p.m. from  January to the beginning of  March. 
Furthermore, for your enjoyment, we will also have 
hot chocolate !  Everyone is welcome. Stay tuned for 
rink openings and cancellations !  For more information, 
please contact  Audrée  Gauthier at 819 456-3074.

 Ste-Sophie d’Aldfield  Community  Centre
Winter  Carnival –  February 23
On  February 23, join us for a fun day outdoors at the 
community centre. There will be many family 
activities to enjoy : snow sculpturing, sliding, skating 

and sleigh rides. We hope to see you there. Everyone is 
welcome !  For more information on family activities, 
please contact  Audrée  Gauthier at 819 456-3074.

Centre  Wakefield-La  Pêche :  Second annual 
 Masquerade  Fundraiser
Get into  Bed with  Des  Collines  Health  Foundation.
This year's theme is "Waking  Dream" and costumes 
are encouraged !  Doors open at 7 p.m. for cocktails ; at 
8:30 p.m., teams comprised of local groups will don 
wild costumes and walk the runway to the beats of  DJ 
 One  Night  Stann. Advance tickets are $20 and available 
at  Centre  Wakefield-La  Pêche.
When :  Friday,  February 15 at 7 p.m.
Where :  Centre  Wakefield-La  Pêche, 38,  Chemin de la 
 Vallée-de-Wakefield
Information :  Chrissy  Shannon, 613  552-6712 or 
chrssshannon@gmail.com

La  Pêche  Global  Forest 2019  Tree  Planting
The  La  Pêche  Global  Forest  Initiative invites you to join 
us in our spring planting. Dates will be published later 
on. You may also forward your email address to 
lapecheglobalforest@gmail.com and we will send you 
updates or call 819 456-2886. The  La  Pêche  Global 
 Forest  Initiative is a  non-profit,  citizen-led, 
 municipality-wide initiative. The intent of this 
organization is to respond to the threat of climate 
change and diminishing forests by planting annually 
micro forests of indigenous species of trees on sites 
within the municipality of  La  Pêche. Trees provide us 
with oxygen, food and shelter for animals, cleanse the 
soil and waterways, and absorb tons of carbon 
pollution. They are an integral part of our ecosystem 
and our lifeline to a healthy planet. We invite all 
residents of  La  Pêche to join in this worthwhile 
endeavour.

Des  Collines  Seniors  Roundtable (Table 
autonome des aînés des  Collines (TAAC)
Activities for  Personal  Caregivers
Respite  Care  Service :  TAAC provides various services 
for personal caregivers throughout the  Collines region, 
one of which is professional and  warm-hearted respite 
care, for a fee of $5 per hour (3 hours minimum). Don’t 
hesitate to call us !
Coffee  get-together : personal caregivers are invited to 
join us for coffee and support, and to share their 
experience in kind and respectful company. Upcoming 
support group meetings will be held at the following 
locations : 
Tuesday,  February 12, from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. at 17, 
 Chemin du  Manoir ( Marcel-Périard  Hall, next to the 
library) in  Perkins ;
Thursday,  February 14 (Valentine’s  Day), from 1:30 p.m. 
to 3:30  p.m. at 9,  Chemin  Passe-Partout (CLSC) in 
 Ste-Cécile- de-Masham ;
Monday,  February 25, from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. at 32,  Rue 
des  Saules (La  Lièvre bowling centre) in 
 Notre-Dame- de-la-Salette.

 Conference  Speaker  Nadine  Bergevin –  Healthy 
 Lifestyles
When :  Tuesday,  February 5, from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Where : 1694,  Montée de la  Source (our office) in 
 Cantley
Information and registration :  Josué  Jude  Carrier, 
819  457-9191, ext. 242  or 1  855  662-4637, 

sosprochesaidants@gmail.com.
This conference aims to help personal caregivers 
acknowledge their needs and find a way to fulfill them 
in spite of the physical and psychological constraints 
of their life situation. Make a  New  Year resolution to 
pay attention to your needs and treat yourself as a 
priority, with  self-respect and gratitude.

Transcollines –  Volunteer  Drivers  Needed
Transcollines is looking for volunteer drivers to 
transport users of the  MRC des  Collines-de-l’Outaouais 
service aboard their own vehicles. Please note that 
travelling expenses, meals and parking costs will be 
reimbursed by  Transcollines (reimbursement of costs 
is  non-taxable).
Being a volunteer driver and helping to improve the 
quality of life of residents in the  MRC des  Collines-de-
l’Outaouais is gratifying !
Information : call 819  456-1114, email info@
transcollines.ca or come in person, to 5,  Route 
 Principale  Ouest,  La  Pêche.

Club d’âge d’or  Les bons amis de  Masham
Valentine’s  Day supper
Saturday  February 9, the golden age club  Les bons 
amis de  Masham will be holding their annual 
 Valentine’s day supper. The event will take place at the 
 Desjardins  Hall of the  La  Pêche  Sports complex at 
20 chemin  Raphaël, in  Masham. There will be live 
music as well as line dancing during pauses. The price 
is $16  for members and $21  for non members. 
Welcome to all !

YWAR – Rupert Community Center Skating 
Rink  - Canteen
The canteen at the Rupert skating rink will be open for 
the following hours:
Wednesday: 3-6 p.m. / Friday: 2-4:30 p.m.; 7-10 p.m. / 
Saturday: 12-4:00 p.m.;  6-9:00 p.m. / Sunday: 12-6 p.m.

Municipal foruM
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Instructions for 
    Announcements
To announce your organisation activities, 
please send your texts to bulletin@
villelapeche.qc.ca in a Word document, using 
the following format (if possible):

Event title

(2-3 lines describing the event)

When: xxx  Where: xxx  Cost: xxx

Information: Contact person and phone 
number and/or e-mail address, website  
(if applicable)

Please note that announcements will be 
accepted on a first-come, first-served basis;  
3 ads maximum per organisation, so that 
everyone is given the opportunity to publish. 
Events and activities announcements 
will have priority over other types of 
announcements.

Next deadlines:  
March: Feb. 7

April: March 7
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DECEMBER COUNCIL MEETING IN BRIEF
2019 Schedule of Council Meetings

Section 148 of the Municipal Code of Québec requires municipal council to 
draw up a schedule of regular meetings for each year before it starts.

Council passed a resolution to approve the schedule below for its 2019 regular 
meetings which, unless otherwise noted, will be held on the first Monday of 
each month in Desjardins Hall at the La Pêche Sports Complex (20 chemin 
Raphaël, Sainte-Cécile-de-Masham sector):

January 7, 2019 July 2, 2019 (Tuesday)

February 4, 2019 August 5, 2019

March 4, 2019 September 3, 2019 (Tuesday)

April 1, 2019 October 7, 2019

May 6, 2019 November 4, 2019

June 3, 2019 December 2, 2019

Maintaining services for French-speaking Ontarians

Further to the Ontario government’s decision to cut services to French-
speaking Ontarians, whom it considers one of the province’s cultural 

minorities (thereby repudiating the notion of “founding peoples”), the mayors 
and councillors of the Francophone Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
desire that it reverse its decision.

Council’s resolution expresses its solidarity with the members of French-
speaking Ontario municipal councils and calls for the premier of Ontario to 
reverse his decision and restore the services that have been cut. It also calls 
on the Québec and Canadian governments to continue to support the cause 
of Franco-Ontarian communities.

Funding: Managing and Maintaining Outdoor Rinks

The Youth Welfare Association of Rupert, Wakefield Recreational Association, 
and Sainte-Sophie d’Aldfield Community Centre have applied for funding to 
manage and maintain their local outdoor rinks for the 2018–2019 season.

At the next council, the funding was approved for the Lac-des-Loups outdoor 
rink.

Council approved a resolution to authorize payment of the funding requested, 
conditional on the approval of the organizations’ 2017 annual financial 
reports.

BILLS 122 AND 155 : 
NEW MUNICIPAL TAX AND FINANCIAL POWERS
Bill 122 was passed on June 15, 2017, and Bill 155 on April 18, 2018, recognizing 
municipalities as local governments and according them additional powers. 
Some of the changes have a direct impact on how municipal affairs are 
managed, affecting governance, including how contracts are awarded (which 
will be discussed in an upcoming article), land-use planning, municipal 
taxation and finance, economic development, transparency, and public 
information. It should be noted that some of the changes are optional: each 
municipality is meant to look them over and incorporate those that make 
sense in their particular situation.

The changes in the area of taxation and finance are designed to streamline 
the property tax rules and diversify municipal revenue sources. They involve 
the following:

• Rules for setting property tax rates, expanded powers to set different 
rates for non-residents, tax rates for each category derived from the base rate 

instead of the overall tax rate, which was a measure of the tax burden on all 
the taxable property in the municipality. 

• General taxation powers and the power to charge regulatory dues; the 
ability to tax lands occupied by the provincial government within municipal 
borders.

• The power to set higher rates for calculating property transfer duties on 
imposable brackets exceeding $500,000.

On that last point, Council recently approved bylaw 19-780 to set transfer 
duty rates on taxable amounts over $500,000. They are as follows:

• $500,000 to $749,999.99: 2%

• $750,000 to $999,999.99: 2.5%

• $1 million and over: 3%

Hydro-Québec inspected all the distribution lines in the municipality after 
the multiple weather-related power outages of July 2018. Special attention 
was paid to Duclos, Sainte-Cécile-de-Masham, and Lac-des Loups.

Certain issues were identified, and Hydro-Québec is now working to fix 
them. The targeted areas were patrolled last summer between August 3 
and August 14 to assess the situation and draw up the following plan of 
action: 

➢  Vegetation control action plan

Pruning took place in the problem areas on April 17, adding to pruning and 
clearing already taking place along the WAK 235 line, included in the Lac 
Sinclair and Chemin Cléo-Fournier areas. Hydro-Québec cut down a total 
of 882 trees along the line.

➢  Grid upgrade action plan

Hydro-Québec controlled three circuit breakers remotely and added a fuse 
cutout on the WAK 235 line. Patrols identified a pole span that needed to 
be brought up to standard. Work was to be completed in December 2018.

The results should reduce the number of power outages and their duration.

In the event of a power failure, see the map of outages on the Hydro-Québec 
website to check whether it’s been reported and find out when service 

might be restored. If no power failure is shown on the map for your area, 
call Hydro-Québec at 1-800-790-2424.

ELECTRICAL GRID UPGRADE WORK


